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MYCENA HAEMATOPA, PERS. 
M. E. Hard. 

This is one of the prettiest specimens found in the woods at this 
season of the year. It is quite common about Chillicothe. The stems 
and caps are alike tender and will amply pay to pick them. They 
grow on well decayed logs and stumps. They grow in tufts or groups. 
No one will experience any* difficulty in recognizing it from the cut. Its 
dense cespitose habit, the red juice which exudes from the stem, and 
the denticulate margin of the cap will assist the student in' recognizing it. 
It is called "haematopa" or bloody- footed Mycena because a deep blood 
red juice exudes from the stem. This also more or less pervades the 
cap. The cap is fleshy, one inch broad, conic or bell-shaped, somewhat 
umbonate, obtuse, whitish to flesh color, with more or less dull red, 
even or slightly striate at the margin, the margin extending beyond the 
gills and is denticulate or toothed. 

The gills are attached to the stem, often with a decuurrent tooth, 
whitish and tinged with a dull red. 

The stem is two to four inches long, firm, hollow, sometimes smooth, 
sometimes powdered with a whitish soft hairy down, the' color the same 
as the pileus, yielding a dark red juice which gives the name to the 
species. 

The color varies quite a little in these plants. This is due to some 
plants having more of the red juice than others. It is found on decayed 
stumps and logs in damp places from August to October. 



FUNGI IN THE ARTS. 
Geo. F. Atkinson, Cornell University. 

A r umber of different species of mushrooms have been employed in 
the manufacture of useful articles. Their use for such purposes, however, 
was more common in the past than at present, and it is largely, therefore, 
a matter cf historic interest at the present time, though some are still em- 
ployed for purposes of this kind. 

Tinder mushroom or amadou. — The Polyporus fomentanus, or "tinder 
mushroom," or, as it is sometimes called, "German tinder," was once em- 
ployed in the manufacture of tinder. The outer hard coat was removed 
and the central portion, consisting almost entirely of the tube system of 
several years' growth, was cut into strips and beaten to a soft condition. 
In this form it was used as tinder for striking fire. 

The inner portion was also used in making caps, chest-protectors, 
and similar articles. A process now in vogue in some parts of Germany, 
is to steam the fruit bodies, remove the outer crust, and then, by ma- 
chinery constructed for the purpose, shave the fruit body into a long, 
thin strip by revolving it against a knife in much the same way that 
certain woods are shaved into thin strips for the manufacture of baskets, 
plates, etc. Some articles of clothing made from this fungus material 
are worn by peasants in certain parts of Europe. 

Mushrooms for razor strops. — The beech polyporus (P. betulinus), 
several centuries ago was used for razor strops. The fruit body after 
being dried was cut into strips, glued upon a stretcher, and smoothed 
down with pumice stone (Asa Gray Bull. 7:18, 1900.) The sheets of 
the weeping Merulius (See Fig. 189), were also employed for the same 
purpose, as were also the sheets of "punk" formed from mycelium filling 
in cracks in old logs or between boards in lumber piles. Sometimes 
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extensive sheets of this punk are found several feet long and a foot or 
more wide. These sheets of pure mycelium resemble soft chamois skin or 
soiled kid leather. 

Mushrooms employed for flower pots. — In Bohemia (according to 
Cooke, Fungi, etc., p. 103) hoof-shaped fruit bodies of Polyporus fomen- 
tarius and igniarius are used for flower pots. The inner, or tube portion, 
is cut out. The hoof-shaped portion, then inverted and fastened to the 
side of a building or place of support, serves as a receptacle for soil in 
which plants are grown. 

Curios. — The Polyporus applanatus is much sought by some persons 
as a "curio," and also for the purpose of etching. In the latter case they 
serve as pastels for a variety of art purposes. The under surface of the 
plant is white. All collectors of this plant know that to preserve the 
white fruiting surface in a perfect condition it must be handled very 
carefully. A touch or bruise or a scratch results in a rapid change in 
color of the injured surface. Beautiful etchings can thus be made with 
a fine pointed instrument, the lines of color appearing as the instrument 
is drawn over the surface. — Mushrooms, Edible, Poisonous, etc. 




Fig. 214. Po-ly'-po-rus sub-se-ri'-ce-us. An interesting .little Polypore, dark brown 
and silky in appearance, growing in cpen woods and prot cted placs, not 
occurring in abundance. The specimens from v hich the photograph was 
made were sent from Chilliccthe by Supt. M. E. Hard. 



